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INTRODUCTION

Chitosan, a biodegradable heteropolysaccharide of gluco-
samine and N-acetyl glucosamine units linked by 1,4-β-gluco-
sidic bonds is produced by deacetylation of chitin. Chitin (poly-
(β-(1→4)-N-acetyl-D-glucosamine), is a biopolysaccharide
found in nature, second most abundant in the world, originated
from the cell wall of fungi and also found from crab, fish, shrimp
shells as well as exoskeletons of insects and crustacean, fungal
cell wall, etc. [1]. Further, technology of controlled drug delivery
system using biodegradable and biocompatible polymers is
one of the most promising field of medical science [2,3].
Chitosan exhibits significant biological (biocompatibility,
biodegradability, nontoxicity, bioactivity, non-immunogenic
and non-carcinogenic) and chemical properties (polycationic,
hydrogel, reactive functional groups such as hydroxyl (-OH)
and amino (-NH2) groups. Chitosan has a strong positive electrical
charge, which strongly attracts and bonds to negatively charged
molecules [4]. Chitosan have been widely utilized in nutrition,
cosmetics, several pharmaceutical and biomedical applications,
textile finishes, membranes, hollow fibers, drug delivery system
[2,5]. Therefore, chitosan has prospective potential applications
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in many fields such as tissue engineering, biomedicine, waste
water treatment, functional membrane and flocculation. Chitosan
also finds its application in novel drug delivery as mucoadhe-
sive, peptide and gene delivery, and oral enhancer have also
been reported [5,6]. It is also used in cosmetics, agriculture and
biomaterials and in particular, excellent activity as a wound
healing accelerator combined with antibacterial capability and
good tissue compatibility of chitosan made it become an excellent
wound dressing materials. However, chitosan is soluble in only
a few dilute acid solutions, so the poor solubility of unmodified
chitosan in both water and organic solvents makes its utilization
limited in the biomedical fields. Chitosan is a basic polysacc-
haride. In neutral or basic pH, chitosan contains free amino
groups and is insoluble in water, while in acidic pH, chitosan
is soluble in water due to protonation of free amino and N-
acetyl groups. One of the reasons for the persistent behaviour
of chitosan is due to its rigid crystalline structure. Therefore,
recently, a modification of chitosan by chemical method is
the most challenging field for polymer chemist to enhance the
water solubility [7,8].

Nowadays, chitosan derivatives should be the topic of in-
depth investigations. Among different types of modifications



implemented to chitosan, introduction of carboxymethyl groups
into chitosan is one of the important fields [9,10]. To the best
of our knowledge, a few literature have been reported on proper
study of carboxylmethyl chitosan having N,O-substituted
carboxymethyl. Recently, our research group synthesized N,O-
Schiff base metal complexes which, resourcefully used for
synthesis of polylactide [11,12].

Despite extensive utility of chitosan in many important
biological and chemical transformations, still application of
derivatives of chitosan (mainly carboxymethyl chitosan)
largely remains unexplored. Because of the relative scarcity
of proper reports on N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan, we embarked
on a study of N,O-substituted carboxymethyl on chitosan. Herein,
we reported the synthetic method for N,O-carboxymethyl-
chitosan with a degree of acetylation (DA) and degree of substi-
tution (DS).

EXPERIMENTAL

Biochemical reagent chitosan with deacetylation degree
of  ≥ 75 % with medium molecular weight was purchased
from Himedia Laboratories Pvt. Ltd., Mumbai, India. Mono-
chloroacetic acid was purchased from S.D. Fine Chem Ltd.,
Mumbai, India. Sodium hydroxide, isopropyl alcohol and ethyl
alcohol were obtained from Sigma-Aldrich and used without
further purification.

Characterization: IR spectra were recorded using KBr
pellet by Bruker Daltonics, Germany FTIR spectrophotometer
over the frequency range from 4000 to 400 cm-1. Thermogravi-
metric analysis (TGA) and differential thermal analysis (DTA)
of chitosan and their derivatives were carried out by using Perkin-
Elmer Pyris-Diamond Thermal Analyzer at the temperature
range of 25-750 ºC under nitrogen atmosphere at a heating
rate of 10 ºC min-1. The NMR spectra were recorded on a Varian,
USA, Mercury plus 300 MHz Spectrometer using CD3COOD/
D2O for chitosan and D2O/DCl for chitosan derivative. Surface
morphology of chitosan and their derivatives were carried out
using a scanning electron microscope (SEM) EVO 10 Zeiss,
Germany by coating the dried samples with gold-palladium
alloy with a Sputter Coater before SEM analysis. The XRD
studies of chitosan and its derivative were carried out by using
PANanalytical 3KWX'Pert PW 3050/60, Netherlands. Data
was collected in a continuous scan mode using a step size of
0·01º 2θ [13].

The average molecular weight of chitosan derivatives can
be determined by dissolving N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan
samples in a solvent mixture (0.3 M acetic acid and 0.2 M
sodium acetate) and flowing the solution through an Ubbelhode
capillary viscometer at room temperature. The average molecular
weight of N,O-carboxymethyl-chitosan was determined [14]
by Mark-Houwink-Sakurada′s empirical equation .

η = kMα (1)

where η is the viscosity of solution; M is the average molecular
weight; k and α are the constants that depend on the solvent-
polymer system (k = 0.076 mL/g and α = 0.76) [15].

The total degree of substitution (DS), relative number of
carboxymethylated group in the chain of chitosan, was deter-
mined by using ELICO CM183EC-TDS conductivity analyzer

[16]. First, 0.1g of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan were dissolved
in 100 mL of 0.05M HCl and then 0.1M NaOH solution was
added until the pH was changed to 2.0. Further, the prepared
sample was titrated with NaOH (0.1 M) up to pH 12.0.

The degree of acetylation can be calculated using eqns. 2
and 3:

s zM [V V ] [NaOH]
DD (%) 100

m

× − × = × 
 

(2)

DA (%) = 100 – % DD (3)

where DD is the average degree of deacetylation; M is the
molar mass of repetitive unit; V2 is the volume of base added
to reach the second inflexion point; V3 is the volume of base
added to reach the third inflexion point; m is the mass of sample
(mg).

The degree of substitution (DS) of carboxymethyl chitosan
was calculated as follows:

cmc

161 Q
DS

m 58 Q

×=
− × (4)

Q = VNaOH × CNaOH (5)

VNaOH = V2 – V1 (6)

where, VNaOH and CNaOH are the volume and molarity of aqueous
NaOH, respectively, and 161 and 58 are the molecular weights
of chitosan skeleton unit (glucosamine) (C6H11NO4) and carboxy-
methyl group [17,18]; V1 is the volume of NaOH added for
the first inflexion point; Vw is the volume of NaOH added for
second inflexion point; and m is the weight of carboxymethyl-
chitosan (mg).

Synthesis of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan by chemical
modification method: N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan were
synthesized by the modified reported method [8,19]. Synthesis
of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan consists of two steps, alkali-
zation followed by carboxymethylation. For alkalization,
required amount of NaOH was dissolved in an isopropanol
and water mixture, and subsequently chitosan was added with
constant stirring for 1 h. Then carboxymethylation reaction
starts once isopropanol solution of monochloroacetic acid was
added dropwise to the dispersion solution with continuously
stirring at 400 rpm. The details of reaction temperature, reaction
time, amount of chitosan and monochloroacetic acid are given
in Table-1. The resulting solution was then filtered with Whatman
filter paper No. 41 and then neutralized the sample by washing
with 90 % ethanol. Finally, the sample was dried in oven at 60
ºC to obtain N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan powder.

TABLE-1 
FACTORS VARIATION FOR CARBOXYMETHYL CHITOSAN 

Factors Range 
Reaction temperature (°C) 30-70 

Reaction time (h) 2.0-10.0 
Monochloroacetic acid (g) 1.0-4.0 

Chitosan (g) 0.5-2.0 

 
Experimental design: Response surface methodology

involving central composite design (CCD) was employed for
present experiment with application of Design Expert software
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(version 11.0.5.0). The design summary for N,O-carboxymethyl
chitosan is given in Table-1 and as per design, 30 runs of experi-
ment were carried out. Face centered design of CCD can be
run sequentially, is very efficient and flexible [20]. The region
of interest has been screened from the previous literature [5].
The Design Expert software was used to provide accurate regre-
ssion analysis, input-output correlations, interaction amongst
different screened parameters and optimization of process
parameters [21,22].

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Characterization of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan: N,O-
carboxymethyl chitosan powder was prepared in good yield
from the reaction of chitosan and monochloroacetic acid as
shown in Scheme-I.

Different N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan samples were produced
by using different reaction times, different temperature and
different ratio of chitosan/monochloroacetic acid. The formation
of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan was established by comparing
FT-IR spectra (Fig. 1) of chitosan with that of synthesized
CMCS6 (Table-2). Chitosan showed a broad band between
3500 and 3100 cm-1, which may be due to stretching O-H and
N-H bond. The bands observed at 1580 cm-1 was corresponded
to the N-H bending of primary amine. The band at 1660 cm-1
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Fig. 1. FTIR spectra of (a) chitosan and (b) N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan

TABLE-2 
DIFFERENT RESPONSE OF CHITOSAN  
AND CARBOXYMETHYL CHITOSAN 

Sample Yield (%) Degree of 
acetylation (%) 

Degree of 
substitution 

Chitosan – 26.43 – 
CMCS2 67.7 43.17 0.40 
CMCS6 78.2 33.99 0.56 
CMCS10 73.4 42.02 0.44 

 
is ascribed to the axial stretching of C=O bond of acetamide
groups, which gives the indication that sample is not fully
deacetylated. A band at 1563 cm-1 is attributed to N-H bending
and the band 1379 cm-1 corresponding to C-N stretching of
N-acetyl group (Fig. 1a). On comparing the FTIR spectra of
parent chitosan with N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan derivatives,
additional peaks appeared which confirms the structural changes.
The broadening of band at 3500-3100 cm-1 disclosed more hydro-
philicity of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan. The main charac-
teristic band of carboxyl group COOH appeared at 1607 cm-1.
The appearance of an intense band at 1607 cm-1 was ascribed
to the symmetric COO- (which overlaps with N-H bending)
and another band at 1414 cm-1 corresponding to the asymmetric
axial deformation of COO-, confirmed the formation of N,O-
carboxymethyl chitosan [23-27].

The 1H NMR spectra was used to determine the structural
modification of chitosan (Fig. 2a). The signal observed at 3.2
ppm attributed to the hydrogen bonded to C2 of glucosamine
ring), peaks between 3.4 to 3.7 ppm correspond to hydrogen
atoms bonded to the carbon atoms C3, C4, C5 and C6 of gluco-
pyranose ring. The signal at 4.6 ppm corresponds to the hydrogen
atom bonded to anomeric carbon C1 [28]. In case of N,O-carboxy-
methyl chitosan signals at 4.6 ppm and 4.7 ppm corresponding
to the protons of CH2COO- at N-position on C2 and O-position
on C6, respectively (Fig. 2b). Therefore, it can be concluded
that modified chitosan contains carboxymethyl substitution
on both amino (-NH) and primary hydroxyl sites (-OH) and hence
confirmed the chemical modifications of chitosan successfully.

The X-ray diffraction (XRD) analysis also gives the clear
idea of formation of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan (Fig. 3). It
is clear from Fig. 3 that carboxymethylation of chitosan has
produced alteration in the array of chitosan chain. However,
the spectrum of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan is not well defined
and much low intense peaks are observed in comparison to
chitosan. The chitosan shows two different peak at 2θ = 8.9º
and 20.10º indicating that it is semi-crystalline in nature [18,
29,30]. Whereas, the XRD pattern for N,O-carboxymethyl-
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chitosan does not contain the prominent peak at 8.9º and the
peak at 20.10º. These results confirms the amorphous nature
of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan. This is due to the destruction
of intermolecular hydrogen bond between hydroxyl group and
amine group of chitosan which was attributed to the increase
in the substitution of chitosan. Therefore, crystallinity of N,O-
carboxymethyl chitosan decreased [31].

Thermal analysis: The thermogram of chitosan indicates
mass loss in two steps (Fig. 4). In the first stage, mass loss of
14.82 % up to 150 ºC was related to the loss of absorbed water
and in the second stage mass loss of 56.068 % up to 235-400
ºC was due to the decomposition and depolymerization of
acetylated and deacetylated chitosan unit. But in case of N,O-
carboxymethyl chitosan, in the first stage 11.6 % mass loss
between 20-200 ºC was assigned to the loss of water because
polysaccharide has a strong affinity for water and thus easily
hydrated. In the second stage, 35.87 % mass loss between 200-
500 ºC was observed for the thermal decomposition of main
chain of polysaccharide, vaporization and elimination of volatile
products. The variation in thermogram for N,O-carboxymethyl-
chitosan confirms the carboxymethylation of chitosan. The
thermal stability of carboxymethyl chitosan is more in comp-
arison to chitosan due to carboxymethyl group substitution.

SEM analysis: The scanning electron microscopy (SEM)
of chitosan and N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan are shown in Fig. 5.
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Chitosan shows smooth, non-porous and flaky nature but after
carboxymethylation process, the surface of chitosan has
completely changed and lamellar and more lumps appeared
on the surface of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan which is attri-
buted to the modification of chitosan surface by carboxymethyl
groups. Overall N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan shows rough,
lamellar and porous structure. These properties indicate that
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the modified chitosan can hold drug particles in the pores
present in them and also they may be more water soluble and
swellable by absorbing water molecules.

By using viscometry, the average molecular weight of
synthesized N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan were determined by
using following equation:

η = kMα
where M is the average molecular weight; k and α are  constants.

It was found that the molecular weight is in the order of
1.5 × 105 (g/mol) [18].

Determination of degree of acetylation (DA) and degree
of substitution (DS) of chitosan and N,O-carboxymethyl-
chitosan: The degree of acetylation (DA) and substitution (DS)
of chitosan and carboxymethyl chitosan are very significant
parameters that suggest the molar percentage of monomeric
unit (amino group) [32]. Degree of acetylation (DA) can be
related to biological, physico-chemical and mechanical prop-
erties such us solubility, reactivity and chain conformation.
Thus, degree of acetylation (DA) is the most crucial parameter
for the structure and properties of chitosan and its derivatives.
Different N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan samples were synthe-

Fig. 5. SEM images of (a) chitosan and (b) N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan

sized at different reaction times (2, 6 and 10 h) at 50 ºC and
1:2 ratio of chitosan/monochloroacetic acid resulting the samples
CMCS2, CMCS6 and CMCS10, respectively (Table-2). The
yield of N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan was calculated as follows:

Weight of CMC
Yield (%) 100

Weight of chitosan

 
= × 
 

The degree of acetylation (DA) and substitution (DS) of
chitosan and N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan were determined
by conductometric titration curves. Carboxymethylation can
be done in two different sites of chitosan such as -OH group
linked with C3 and C6 of glucopyranose and -NH2 group attached
with C2 [33]. The conductometric curve of carboxymethyl
chitosan CMCS6 is different than chitosan (Fig. 6). In the
present study, for CMCS6 four linear branches were observed.
The first linear curve corresponding to the amount of base
used for the neutral-ization of the excess of HCl i.e. 0 to V1.
The second equivalence point showed that NaOH reacted with
carboxymethyl chitosan from V1 to V2 and their difference
(V2 − V1) indicated that NaOH is necessary to neutralize
-CH2COOH group. The third equivalence point (V3) and the
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difference (V3 − V2) showed the volume of NaOH reacted with
NH3

+ groups. The fourth linear branch of curve showed that
the excess amount of NaOH. From the conductometric titration
curves, degree of acetylation and degree of substitution can
be calculated (Table-2). The higher degree of acetylation of
N,O-carboxymethyl chitosan than chitosan indicates that that
(-NH2) groups were also carboxy-methylated (Table-2) [34-36].

The values of degree of substitution (DS) of samples CMCS2,
CMCS6 and CMCS10 (Table-2) are almost same, which may
be due to insignificant effect of reaction time (Fig. 9). With
prolonged time period the concentration of monochloroacetic
acid reduces as it preferentially react with sodium hydroxide.

Experimental design on degree of substitution: Analysis
of results obtained by design expert software shows the signi-
ficant effects of various parameters on analysis of degree of
substitution [37].

Effect of amount of chitosan on degree of substitution:
Higher the amount of chitosan, the higher will be the degree
of acetylation (DA) (Fig. 7). The maximum degree of acetyla-
tion obtained is 0.56 at 1.25 g of chitosan. However with further
increase in chitosan amount, degree of substitution decreases
as the saturation approaches with respect to monochloroacetic
acid and NaOH amount.
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Effect of amount of monochloroacetic acid on degree
of substitution (DS): The amount of monochloroacetic acid
plays a significant role in determining the production of carboxy-
methyl chitosan. An increase in monochloroacetic acid amount,
degree of substitution (DS) increases rapidly and approaches
a maximum value of 0.56 and the decreases with further increase
in monochloroacetic acid amount (Fig. 8). This may be due to
at high concentration of monochloroacetic acid as all the NaOH
are consumed.

Effect of reaction time on degree of substitution: The
effect of reaction time on degree of substitution increases rapidly
with increase in time until the maximum value of degree of
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substitution of 0.56 was achieved at 6 h (Fig. 9). On further
increase in reaction time, the degree of substitution decreases.
This may be due to with longer prolongation period of carboxy-
methylation which may resulted the atmospheric degradation
of carboxymethyl chitosan.
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Effect of reaction temperature on degree of substitution:
The effect of reaction temperature on degree of substitution
shows an increasing trend. From Fig. 10, it is clear that the
value of degree of substitution is found to be 1.13 at 70 ºC.
This increase trend observed may be due to the alkalization
process at higher temperature, which  increases the value of
degree of substitution [2].
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Optimization using response surface methodology: The
optimization conditions for obtaining the maximum degree
of substitution are given in Table-3.

TABLE 3 
OPTIMIZED CONDITIONS FOR DEGREE OF SUBSTITUTION 

Conditions Values 
Reaction temperature (°C) 50 

Reaction time (h) 6 
Monochoroacetic acid (g) 2.5 

Chitosan (g) 1.25 

 
Conclusion

Chitosan was successfully converted to N,O-carboxy-
methyl chitosan and its structure was confirmed by NMR and
FT-IR. Thermal stability and the percentage of crystallinity of
CMCS determined by TGA and XRD, respectively which are
well agreed with the modification of chitosan. The XRD analysis
showed that chitosan is more crystalline than N,O-carboxy-
methyl chitosan. The morphology of carboxymethyl chitosan
studied by SEM technique also proves the same. The optimi-
zation condition for degree of acetylation, degree of substitution
and yield were obtained by using RSM.
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