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INTRODUCTION

Sulfonephthalein dyes have found widespread application
in various scientific and industrial domains, serving as valuable
probes for investigating changes in the physico-chemical charac-
teristics of aqueous environments. Significantly, they play a
crucial role in determining the surface pH of micelles, elucid-
ating dye-surfactant interactions and facilitating analytical and
industrial chemistry processes [1-4]. Researchers have dedicated
significant efforts to unraveling the intricacies of the acid-base
equilibria exhibited by these dyes. A key strategy involves discer-
ning the influences governing these equilibria by comparing
the equilibrium constants in water (Ka2

w) with the apparent acid-
base equilibrium constant (Ka2

m) observed exclusively within the
interfacial microenvironment of the micelles. This comparative
analysis helps in identifying the distinct factors contributing
to the overall acid-base behaviour of the sulfonephthalein dyes,
thus enhancing our understanding of their behaviour in diverse
contexts [5-12]. The shifts observed in the pKa2

m values of
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aqueous indicator dyes in the presence of surfactants can be
attributed to various factors. These include the electrostatic
potential existing at the surface of micelles, ion exchange proce-
sses occurring between the micelle surface and the bulk aqueous
phase, formation of ion pairs between oppositely charged indi-
cator species and head groups of monomeric surfactants, low
interfacial effective relative permittivity, interfacial salt effects
and other specific molecular interactions [5-9]. Most of the
studies conducted thus far have focused on systems where the
dye is either completely micellized or binds to the micelles in
both its acidic and basic forms. Also, there have been studies
examining the acid-base equilibria of indicator dyes in aqueous
ionic micellar media, where the dye is only partially bound to
the micelles [5-9]. Still, there is a clear shortage of studies on
the acid-base equilibria employing indicator dyes not entirely
absorbed into micelles.

In this study, the partitioning behaviour of the sulfone-
phthalein pH indicator dye bromocresol green (BCG) between
cetyltrimethylammonium bromide (CTAB) micellar pseudo-
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phase and water phase across three different aqueous pH buffer
medium (pH 3.8, 5.3 and 7.0) using spectrophotometric methods
were investigated. The UV-Vis absorption spectra of BCG were
analyzed, with a focus on the variation in CTAB concentration
under fixed pH conditions. By analyzing these spectra, the
binding constants (kb) and the free energy of binding (∆G°b) for
the BCG-CTAB association, employing the Benesi-Hildebrand
equation were determined with varying pH of the media.
Additionally, the partition coefficient values (Kc) characterizing
the partitioning of BCG molecules between the pseudo micellar
phase and water, along with the fraction of BCG molecules
retained by the CTAB micelle, were calculated. The theoretical
models were employed in this study to depict the dissociation
equilibrium of bromocresol green in aqueous micellar solutions.
These models were then utilized to calculate the theoretical
pKa2

m values using non-linear regression analysis methods
integrated into microsoft excel solver. The calculations relied
on the experimentally determined binding constants and parti-
tion coefficients of the dye between the micellar pseudo phase
and water. By utilizing these theoretical models and incorpora-
ting experimental data, the pKa2

m values of bromocresol green
in the CTAB micellar environment were determined. This appro-
ach allowed for a quantitative assessment of the dissociation
equilibrium of the dye within micellar solutions, providing
valuable insights into its behaviour under different experimental
conditions. This comprehensive approach sheds light on the
behaviour of BCG within the CTAB-micellar environment under
different experimental conditions, contributing to  understanding
of its solubilization and interaction dynamics.

EXPERIMENTAL

Cetyltrimethylammonium bromide (CTAB), molar mass
364.45 g/mol, AR, Merck and bromocresol green (BCG)
sodium salt, molar mass 720.02 g/mol, AR, Merck were used.
All solutions were meticulously prepared using deionized water,
ensuring a conductivity of less than 3.00 × 10–6 S to maintain
the purity of the solutions. Buffers of pH 3.8, pH 5.3 and pH
7.0 were meticulously prepared by appropriately mixing acetic
acid and sodium hydroxide to achieve the desired pH levels.
To prepare the experimental solutions, initial stock solutions
of CTAB (10–2 M) and BCG (10–3 M) in water at pH 3.8, pH
5.3 and pH 7.0, respectively were prepared. From these stock
solutions, by proper mixing, the chosen range of solutions of
CTAB (0.05 mM to 4 mM) in the fixed concentration of BCG
(10–4 M) were prepared.

A digital conductivity meter, specifically the Systronics-
304 model, was employed to measure the conductivity of the
studied systems. This instrument offers a resolution level of
± 0.1 µS, ensuring precise measurements. Prior to each use,
the conductivity meter underwent calibration using standard
0.1 M and 0.01 M KCl solutions to ensure accuracy and relia-
bility of the measurements. UV-vis absorption measurements
were conducted using a Perkin-Elmer spectrophotometer, with
the Lambda 55 model being employed in this experiment. All
data analysis, including the generation of graphs and calcu-
lations, was carried out using MS Excel software.

The CMC values of CTAB in the presence of 10-4 M BCG
at the experimental condition of varying aqueous pH of 3.8,
5.3 and 7.0, respectively were determined from the plots of
specific conductance versus the concentration of surfactants
[13,14]. The CMC values of CTAB in the presence of BCG
exhibited a slight decrease with increasing pH of the medium.
At pH 3.8, the CMC was 0.87 mM, while at pH 5.3 and pH
7.0, the CMC values were 0.85 mM and 0.81 mM, respectively.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Absorption spectra of bromocresol green (BCG) in
aqueous solutions: The absorption spectra of bromocresol
green (BCG) in aqueous solutions provide valuable insights into
its molecular behaviour under varying pH conditions (Fig. 1,
inset). In aqueous media, BCG exists in an equilibrium between
its monoanionic and dianionic forms. This equilibrium is pH-
dependent, with the relative composition of the two forms deter-
mined by the acidity or basicity of the solution. The reported
pKa value of BCG, indicating the pH at which the concentration
of the two forms is equal, is 4.7 [15,16]. Below this pH, the
monoanionic form predominates, while above it, the dianionic
form becomes more prevalent. At pH 3.8, corresponding to
acidic conditions, BCG primarily takes the monoanionic form.
This was reflected in the absorption spectrum by the presence
of band-2, observed in the wavelength range of 350-450 nm.
Conversely, at pH 7.0, BCG predominantly exists in the dianionic
form. This results in the appearance of band-3, observed in
the wavelength range of 450-700 nm (Fig. 1, inset). The absorp-
tion peak (λmax) at approximately 616 nm in neutral pH solutions
corresponds to the absorption of the dianionic form of BCG,
contributing to the blue colour observed in such solutions. The
distinct absorption bands observed in the absorption spectra
of BCG at different pH levels provide a direct means of charac-
terizing its molecular state in solution.
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Fig. 1. Absorption spectra of 0.1 mM of BCG in aqueous CTAB (range-
0.05 mM to 4 mM) at pH 7.0 and at 303 K (Inset: spectra of aqueous
solution of free BCG in acidic and neutral pH)

Absorption spectra of aqueous solution of BCG in the
presence of CTAB at pH 7.0: The absorption spectra of BCG-
CTAB solutions provide valuable insights into the interactions
between BCG and CTAB surfactant under aqueous conditions
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at pH 7.0 (Fig. 1). The intensity of the absorbance band (Band-3)
corresponding to the dianionic form of BCG varies with the
gradual increase in CTAB concentration while maintaining a
fixed BCG concentration. In the pre-micellar region of CTAB
(0.05 mM), an initial decrease in the intensity of band-3 was
observed. However, as CTAB concentration increases, the
intensity of band-3 gradually increases. In the post-micellar
region (3-4 mM CTAB), the intensity of band-3 saturates, indi-
cating maximum solubilization of BCG in the micellar core.
The initial decrease in band-3 intensity suggests the ion-pair
formation between the anionic BCG and cationic CTAB, redu-
cing the concentration of free dye molecules in solution [17-
29]. Subsequent increase in band-3 intensity with increasing
CTAB concentration indicates the penetration of BCG molecules
into the micellar surface, facilitating effective orientation for
light absorption [27,28]. Also, the absorption maxima of band-
3 (dianionic form) shift slightly towards longer wavelengths
(bathochromic shift) from 616 to 626 nm with increasing CTAB
concentration. Conversely, a small shift in the absorption maxima
of band-2 (monoanionic form) towards shorter wavelengths
(hypsochromic shift) was observed from 400 nm to 410 nm.
The observed shifts in absorption maxima suggest gradual
solubilization of hydrophobic BCG in the CTAB micellar
surface with increasing CTAB concentration [28]. Electrostatic
attraction between the negatively charged sulphonate group
of BCG and the positive head groups of CTAB micelles allows
penetration of BCG molecules only into the outer region of the
micellar surface (Stern layer) [29-36].

Absorption spectra of BCG-CTAB system at aqueous
pH 3.8 and 5.3: The absorption spectra (Fig. 2) depict the
changes in the BCG-CTAB system under fixed aqueous pH
conditions. At pH of 3.8, the intensity of absorption band-3,
corresponding to the dianionic form of BCG, increases gradu-
ally upon the addition of CTAB solutions to the BCG solution
. Additionally, the absorption peak (λmax) shifts from 619 nm
in pure aqueous medium to 627 nm in the presence of CTAB.
This shift suggests a perturbation of the monoanionic-dianionic
equilibrium of the BCG moiety in the aqueous medium induced
by the addition of CTAB solutions. The observed increase in the
intensity of band-3 and the shift in λmax upon the addition of
CTAB to the BCG solution indicate alterations in the equili-
brium between the monoanionic and dianionic forms of BCG.

Effect of CTAB addition on acid-base equilibria of BCG
forms: To investigate the impact of CTAB addition on the
acid-base equilibria of the monoanionic and dianionic forms
of bromocresol green (BCG) in aqueous medium, the ratio of the
intensity maxima of band-3 to that of band-2 band-3 band-2

max max(I / I )
was calculated at different pH levels (3.8, 5.3, 7.0). These ratios
were then plotted against the concentration of CTAB solution
added (Fig. 3).

At pH 3.8 and 5.3, the band-3 band-2
max maxI / I ratio initially increases

with the gradual addition of CTAB in the pre-micellar region.
This initial increase suggests preferential solubilization or
complex formation of the dianionic form of BCG with CTAB
micelles. In the CMC region of CTAB, the ratio saturates,
indicating complete solubilization of BCG in the CTAB
micelles. A slight decrease in the ratio in the post-micellar region
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Fig. 3. Ratio of maximum intensity of Band-3 to that of Band-2 in the
aqueous pH 3.8, 5.3, 7.0, respectively and in the presence of
isopropanol cosolvent at 303 K

suggests variations in the indicator dissociation constant of
BCG in CTAB-micellar media compared to that in pure water
[5-9]. At pH 7.0, an initial decrease followed by an increase in
the ratio was observed in the pre-micellar region of CTAB.
Again, a small decrease in the intensity ratio was observed in
the post-micellar region. The observed trends in the ratio of

band-3 band-2
max maxI / I  reflect the dynamic interactions between CTAB

and BCG molecules in aqueous solution. Changes in the
intensity ratio indicate alterations in the equilibrium between
the mono-anionic and dianionic forms of BCG and their
interactions with CTAB micelles.

Determination of partition coefficient (Kc, dm3 mol-1):
The solubilization of BCG dye in CTAB micelles can be meas-
ured using the partition coefficient (Kc) between the CTAB-
micellar pseudo phase and water. The partition coefficient was
calculated using the equation proposed by Kawamura et al.
[22,25,37], which is based on the pseudo-phase model approxi-
mation:

c d s 0

1 1 1 1

A A K A C C CMC∞ ∞

 
= +  ∆ ∆ ∆ + + 

(1)
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where Cd = total BCG concentration, Cs = concentration of
the surfactant CTAB, CMC0 = the CMC of CTAB in water,
∆A (A-A0) is the difference in absorbance value of BCG at any
surfactant concentration (A) and to that of the absence of surfa-
ctant (A0). Similarly, ∆A∞ is the difference in absorbance value
at the infinity concentration of surfactant (A∞) to that of the
absence of surfactant (A0). Kc is the partition coefficient (dm3

mol-1) of the BCG between the CTAB micellar phase and water.
The plots of 1/∆A versus 1/(Cd + Cs – CMC0) were found to be
fitted linearly, yielding good correlation coefficient (r2) values
(Fig. 4a). From the slope and the intercept of the linearly fitted
curves, the partition coefficient Kc (dm3 mol-1) values were calcu-
lated. The Kx values, corresponding dimensionless partition
coefficients, were also determined using the relation Kx = Kc × nw,
where nw is the number of moles of water per dm3 (55.5 mol
dm–3). The standard free energy change (∆G°p) associated with
the transfer of BCG molecules from bulk water to the CTAB
micellar surface was calculated using the relation:

∆G°p = -RT ln Kx

where T is the temperature in Kelvin and R is the universal
gas constant.

The negative ∆G°p values demonstrate spontaneous solubi-
lization of BCG in CTAB micelles under all the experimental
conditions (Table-1). In water medium, the Kx values decrease
with increasing pH, with the highest value observed at pH 3.8
and the lowest at pH 7.0. The observed trends in Kx values
suggest variations in solubilization behaviour based on the
acidity of medium.

TABLE-1 
PARTITION COEFFICIENTS (Kc & Kx) OF  

BCG-CTAB COMPLEXES AT 303 K 

Medium Kc (dm3 mol–1) Kx ∆G°p (kJ mol–1) 
Aqueous pH 7.0 
Aqueous pH 5.3 
Aqueous pH 3.8 

1.87 × 103 
2.07 × 103 
2.19 × 103 

1.04 × 105 
1.15 × 105 
1.22 × 105 

-29.09 
-29.35 
-29.50 

 

Determination of binding constants: The binding constants
(kb) for the association between BCG and micellized CTAB were
calculated using the modified Benesi-Hildebrand equation
[27,32,38]. The equation relates the total concentration of the
dye (Cd) to the difference in absorbance (∆A), the molar absor-
ptivity of dye (εm), the molar absorptivity of fully bound dye
to micelle (ε0), the concentration of micellized surfactant (Cm)
and the binding constant (kb) as follows:

d

m 0 b m 0 m

C 1 1 1

A K ( ) C
= +

∆ ε − ε ε − ε (2)

Plots of Cd/∆A against 1/Cm were found to be linear in
aqueous pH 3.8, 5.3 and 7.0 (Fig. 4b). From the linear regres-
sion analysis of the plots, the binding constants (kb, dm3 mol–1)
values were calculated (Table-2). The standard free energy change
of the binding (∆G°b) was also calculated from the binding
constants applying the relation: ∆G°b = -RT ln kb. The negative
∆G°b values (Table-2) indicate that the binding of dye to the
surfactant is spontaneous under all the experimental conditions.

TABLE-2 
BINDING CONSTANTS (Kb) AND pH  

INDEPENDENT ASSOCIATION CONSTANT (Ks) OF  
BCG-CTAB COMPLEXES AT 303 K 

Medium Kb  
(dm3 mol–1) 

∆G°b  
(kJ mol–1) 

Ks  
(dm3 mol–1) 

fmic 

pH 7.0 
pH 5.3 
pH 3.8 

1.25 × 103 
1.41 × 103 
2.08 × 103 

-17.96 
-18.26 
-19.25 

2.75 × 105 
2.56 × 103 
2.37 × 103 

0.757 
0.779 
0.839 

 
The pH-independent binding constant (ks) was calculated

using equation [39]:
w
2a

s b
w

1
[H ]+

 
= +  

 

k
k k (3)

where ka2
w = dissociation constant of dye in water (determined

experimentally, Table-3) and [Hw
+] = concentration of [H+] ion

in water.

y = 5.7041x + 12,518.8133
R  = 0.9786

2

y = 5.1036x + 10,548.5038
R  = 0.9938

2

y = 5.6957x + 10,638.7559
R  = 0.9489
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TABLE-3 
INDICATOR DISSOCIATION CONSTANTS (

m
2a

k ) of BCG IN 

CTAB MICELLAR MEDIA DETERMINED BY METHOD-1 

pH Abs (Dw
2–) α Abs (Dm

2–) m
2a

k  

3.8 
5.3 
7.0 

0.103 
0.212 
0.318 

7.62 × 10–5 
3.44 × 10–4 
3.12 × 10–4 

0.636 
0.267 
0.317 

1.49 × 10–4 
5.63 × 10–5 
9.44 × 10–6 

 
The magnitude of the binding constant of BCG-CTAB

association (kb) was found to be the highest for aqueous pH 3.8.
As the pH of the medium increases, the magnitude of binding
constants gradually decreases. The pH independent binding
constants (ks) show a reverse trend compared to the pH depen-
dent binding constants (kb) (Table-2). This indicates that the
pH of the micellar media influences the binding equilibrium
of dye with surfactant micelle.

The pH dependent binding constants (kb) increase with
the decrease in the pH of medium. Binding constants ultimately
reach a value close to the pH independent binding constant.
Overall, the data suggests that pH plays a significant role in
the binding equilibrium of BCG with CTAB micelle, with lower
pH favouring stronger binding. Fraction of dye incorporated

in the micellar surface (fmic) can be calculated following the
equation [29,40]:

b
mic

b

M
f

1 M
=

+
k

k (4)

where, M is any concentration of the surfactant after the CMC
of surfactant. The fmic values were calculated under different
experimental conditions of the present study taking ‘M’ as 2.5
mM in all the calculations and the values are shown in Table-2.
The results reveal that the retention capacity of CTAB micelle
for BCG dye (fmic) decreases as the pH of medium increases.

Dissociation equilibria of BCG in the presence of CTAB:
The dissociation equilibrium of BCG dye in aqueous CTAB
solution can be theorized as shown in Scheme-I. Where, DHw

–

and DHm
– are the monoanionic forms of BCG, Dw

2– and Dm
2– are

the dianionic forms of BCG and Hw
+ and Hm

+ are the hydrogen
ion concentrations in water and in micellar pseudo phase
respectively. In the Scheme-I, the mono-dianionic dissociation
equilibrium constant in water phase is represented by ka2

w and
the dissociation equilibrium constant in CTAB-micellar pseudo
phase is denoted by ka2

m. In present work, the ka2
m was assessed

through two distinct theoretical methodologies, which were

HO

Br

Br

SO3
–

Br

O

Br

DHw
–

DHm
–
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2- + Hw

+
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+
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Scheme-I: Dissociation equilibrium of bromocresol green (BCG) in micellar (m) and water (w) media
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reported in the literature: Method-1 [9] and Method-2 [7,8,40].
The ka2

m values calculated by theoretical methods were then
compared with the experimentally determined ka2

m values.
Method-1: Considering the equilibrium-I as represented

in Scheme-I, the dissociation constant of BCG in water medium
(ka2

w) can be written as [9]:

w
2

2
w w

2a
0 w

[H ][D ]

C [D ]

+ −

−=
−

k (5)

where C0 is the total concentration of dye in the water.
Applying the Beer’s law, we get:

A(Dw
2–) = ε(Dw

2–) b [Dw
2–] (6)

where A(Dw
2–) is the absorbance of Dw

2– in water and ε(Dw
2–) is

the molar absorptivity of Dw
2–. Assuming ε(Dw

2–) b = constant =
α–1, we get [Dw

2–] = α A(Dw
2–).

So, eqn. 5 can be rearranged as:

w
2

2
w w

2a
0 w

[H ]A(D )

C A(D )

+ −

−

α
=

− α
k (7)

or,   
w
2

w
2

0a

2
w wa

C

([H ] )A(D )+ −α =
+

k

K
(8)

Eqn. 8 was used to calculate the α values at three different
experimental pHs and are shown in the Table-3. Subsequently,
ka2

m values were calculated following equation (considering equi-
librium-III of Scheme-I):

m
2

2
w m

2a
0 m

[H ]A(D )

C A(D )

+ −

−

α=
− α

k (9)

where it is assumed that the pH of micellar medium remains
the same as that of the respective pH of the aqueous medium.
The results show that with the increase in pH of medium, the
magnitude of apparent dissociation constant of BCG in micellar
medium (ka2

m) decreases (Table-3).
Method-2: In the second method to calculate ka2

m, the over-
all dissociation equilibrium of BCG in the CTAB micellar
solution was considered, in view of multiple equilibria (equili-
brium-I, II, III and IV, Scheme-I) [7,8,40]. The ka2

m of the BCG
at any concentration of CTAB is respresented as:

m
2

2 2
w m w

a
w m

([D ] [D ])[H ]

([DH ] [DH ])

− − +

− −

+
=

+
k (10)

To calculate the apparent dissociation constant (ka2
m) of

BCG dye in CTAB micellar solution using eqn. 10, the concen-
trations of various species involved in the equilibrium reactions
e.g. [Dm

2–], [DHm
–], [Dw

2–] and [DHw
–] are required to be determined

first. For that, the stepwise dissociation equilibriums were consi-
dered in the following way. In view of the equilibrium-I in
aqueous phase (Scheme-I), we can write:

w
2

2
w w

a
w

[D ][H ]

[DH ]

− +

−=k (11)

or   
w
2a2

w w
w

[D ] [DH ] 0
[H ]

− −
+

 
− =  
 

k
(12)

In absence of the surfactant, the total concentration of
dye ([D0]) can be expressed as:

[D0] – [DHw
–] – [Dw

2–] = 0 (13)

Therefore, eqns. 12 and 13 can be solved simultaneously
to get the values of [DHw

–] and [Dw
2–].

At the outset, hypothesizing the interaction solely between
the dianionic form of BCG (Dw

2–) and the CTAB-micelle, one
can anticipate an equilibrium of the following nature:

2
w w m[D ] [DH ] [S ]− −+ +

kass  2
m[D ]− (14)

where [Sm] is the total concentration of micellized surfactant
(i.e. total concentration of CTAB [S0] – CMC of CTAB) and
kass is the association constant or the binding constant of BCG
with CTAB. Therefore, we get:

2
m

ass 2
w w m

[D ]

[DH ][D ][S ]

−

− −=k (15)

or  
2 ass m
m 2

w w

[S ]
[D ] 0

[DH ][D ]
−

− −− =k
(16)

Now, total concentration of dye under the present condition
can be written as:

2 2
0 w w m[D ] [DH ] [D ] [D ] 0− − −− − − = (17)

Consequently, solving eqns. 16 and 17 simultaneously
will yield the concentrations of [Dm

2–], along with refined values
for concentrations of [DHw

2–] and [Dw
2–].

In the next step solubilization of both the monoanionic
and the dianionic form of BCG in CTAB micelle is considered.
Under this circumstance, the total dye concentration ([D0]) is
expressed by the following equation:

2 2
0 w w m m[D ] [DH ] [D ] [DH ] [D ]− − − −= + + + (18)

or  2 2
m 0 w w m[DH ] [D ] ([DH ] [D ] [D ] 0− − − −= − + + = (19)

Once more, considering the equilibrium-III between the
dianionic and monoanionic forms of BCG (Scheme-I) that
are solubilized in the CTAB-micelle, we can express:

m
2

2
m m

a
m

[D ][H ]

[DH ]

− +

−=k (20)

or,  
m
2

2m
m m

a

[H ]
[DH ] [D ] 0

+
− −

 
 − =
 
 k

(21)

Assuming that the indicator dissociation constant is an
intrinsic property of the dye and remains consistent in both the
micellar pseudo phase and the water phase (pKa2

m = pKa2
w), eqn.

21 can be expressed as:

w
2

2m
m m

a

[H ]
[DH ] [D ] 0

+
− −

 
 − =
 
 k (22)

Furthermore, if the apparent change in the pKa2
m is attri-

buted to the variance in pH of the micellar medium, eqn. 20
can be expressed as:

m
2

2w
m m

a

[H ]
[DH ] [D ] 0

+
− −

 
 − =
 
 k (23)
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By comparing eqns. 22 and 23, eqn. 24 can be written as:

w
2

m
2

wa
m

a

[H ]
[H ]

[ ]

+
+

 
 =
 
 

k

k (24)

An iterative method using MS excel solver with GRG non-
linear regression analysis was employed to solve the system
of equations (eqns. 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, 21 and 24) simultane-
ously. This method adjusts the values of [Dm

2–], [DHm
–],[Dw

2–],
[DHw

–] and [Hm
+] iteratively until a set of values are found that

satisfy all equations and all the equilibrium constraints within
specified tolerances. The obtained concentrations were then
substituted into eqn. 10, allowing for the calculation of apparent
dissociation constant (ka2

m) of BCG in the micellar medium
(Table-4). The determined ka2

m value provides insight into the
dissociation behaviour of BCG in the CTAB micellar solution,
enabling comparisons with theoretical predictions and experi-
mental data.

The plots in Fig. 5 illustrate the theoretical pka2
m values

calculated using method-2, where the concentrations of CTAB
(post-CMC) were varied at the fixed aqueous pH values of 3.8,
5.3 and 7.0 each. It was found that at pH 3.8 the pka2

m decreases
as the concentration of CTAB increases in the post-CMC region.
At pH 5.3 and pH 7.0, the pka2

m initially increases with increa-
sing surfactant concentration and then stabilizes, becoming
almost constant. The average pka2

m values obtained using method-2
for each pH medium are presented in Table-5. These values
are compared with the calculated pka2

m values using method-1.
The observed trends in pka2

m with varying CTAB concentrations
and pH levels indicates surfactant concentration and pH have
an influence on the dissociation behaviour of BCG in the micellar
medium.

TABLE-4 
CALCULATED [Dm

2–], [DH m
–],[D 2

2–], [DH w
–] and [Hm

+] BY ITERATIVE METHOD  
USING MS EXCEL SOLVER WITH GRG NON-LINEAR REGRESSION ANALYSIS 

 Kass [Hw+] [Sm] [Dw2–] [DHw–] [DHm–] [Dm2–] m
2a

pk  pHm 

pH 3.8 2.08 × 103 1.58 × 10–4 
1.50 × 10–4 
1.15 × 10–3 
2.15 × 10–3 

8.30 × 10–6 
2.60 × 10–6 
1.60 × 10–6 

6.00 × 10–5 
1.90 × 10–5 
1.10 × 10–5 

6.93 × 10–6 
1.70 × 10–5 
1.89 × 10–5 

2.49 × 10–5 
6.12 × 10–5 
6.81 × 10–5 

4.10 
3.55 
3.44 

4.7 
4.1 
4.0 

pH 5.3 1.41 × 103 5.0 × 10–6 
1.50 × 10–4 
1.15 × 10–3 
2.15 × 10–3 

5.84 × 10–5 
2.09 × 10–5 
1.28 × 10–5 

1.47 × 10–5 
5.26 × 10–6 
3.20 × 10–6 

1.12 × 10–5 
3.08 × 10–5 
3.50 × 10–5 

1.57 × 10–5 
4.31 × 10–5 
4.90 × 10–5 

4.84 
5.05 
5.09 

5.2 
5.0 
5.0 

pH 7.0 1.25 × 103 1.00 × 10–7 

6.90 × 10–4 
1.69 × 10–3 
2.19 × 10–3 
3.19 × 10–3 

4.83 × 10–5 
2.76 × 10–5 
2.28 × 10–5 
1.68 × 10–5 

2.21 × 10–7 
1.26 × 10–7 
1.04 × 10–7 
9.90 × 10–8 

9.72 × 10–5 
1.36 × 10–5 
1.46 × 10–5 
1.57 × 10–5 

4.18 × 10–5 
5.86 × 10–5 
6.26 × 10–5 
6.74 × 10–5 

6.04 
6.20 
6.23 
6.27 

5.7 
5.6 
5.5 
5.5 

w
2a

k  1.70 × 10–5  [Do] 1.00 × 10–4      

 
TABLE-5 

INDICATOR DISSOCIATION CONSTANTS (
m
2a

pk ) OF BCG IN CTAB MICELLAR MEDIA  

AND MICELLAR pHm AT 303 K DETERMINED BY METHOD-1 AND METHOD-2 

Experimental Theoretical 

m
2a

pk  Micellar surface pHm pH 
w
2a

pk  
m
2a

pk  
Method 1 Method 2* Method 2* 

3.8 
5.3 
7.0 

4.87 
3.74 
4.61 
6.42 

3.83 
4.25 
5.02 

3.70 
4.99 
6.19 

4.3 
5.1 
5.6 

*Average values of Table-4. 

 

4.10
3.55 3.44

4.84 5.05 5.09

6.04 6.20 6.23 6.27

0.00
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2.00
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4.00

5.00

6.00

7.00
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pH 3.8 pH 5.3 pH 7.0

0.00
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2.00

3.00

4.00
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pH 3.0 pH 5.3

pH 7.0

pH 3.8  

pH 5.3

 

pH 7.0

[CTAB]  (mM)m

[CTAB]  (mM)m

pH
mpK

a 2m

Fig. 5. Plot of pKa2
m with the variation in [CTAB]m in mM in the fixed

aqueous pH of 3.8, 5.3, and 7.0 respectively at 303 K determined
by Method-2. [Inset: variation in micellar pHm vs. [CTAB]m in mM
at the fixed aqueous pH of 3.8, 5.3 and 7.0 respectively at 303 K]

The pKa2
m values of BCG were additionally determined using

absorbance data obtained from experimental measurements
(Table-5). This calculation was performed using the following
equation:

b x
a

x a

(A A )
p pH log

(A A )

 −= −  − 
k (25)

where Aa is the absorbance of BCG in strong acidic medium
monitoring λmax = 616 nm corresponding to the dianionic form
of BCG. Similarly, Ab and Ax are the absorbance of 616 nm
peak of BCG in strong basic medium and at an intermediate pH
in micellar solution. The calculated values of pka2

m obtained by
experimental method and theoretical method-2 were found to
be nearly equivalent.
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The equilibrium-III in the micellar medium, as depicted in
Scheme-I, suggests that as the pka2

m values decrease, there should
be a corresponding decrease in the micellar pHm values (resul-
ting in an increase in the concentration of [Hm

+]) and vice-versa.
This trend was observed in the BCG-CTAB system when the
experiment was conducted at a fixed pH medium of 3.8. How-
ever, when the pH of the medium was altered to pH 5.3 or pH
7.0, an interesting observation was made: with an increase in
pka2

m values, there was a slight increase in the magnitude of [Hm
+]

ions (resulting in a decrease in pHm) as depicted in Fig. 5 (inset).
This phenomenon does not follow the expected trend observed
at pH 3.8. A probable explanation for this unexpected behaviour
could be attributed to the preferential solvation of basic form
of BCG (Dw

2–) over the acidic form (DHw
–) within the micellar

medium. This preferential solvation might lead to an increase
in the concentration of [Dm

2–] and [Hm
+] via equilibrium-IV as

outlined in Scheme-I.
Therefore, the alterations in the ratio of the intensity of

absorption of band-3/band-2 of BCG in CTAB micelles were
observed to be correlated to a delicate balance between the
changes in the magnitude of the indicator dissociation constant
(pka2

m) of BCG (equilibrium-III, Scheme-I) and the preferential
solvation of the basic form of BCG (Dm

2–) within the micellar
medium (equilibrium-IV, Scheme-I). This intricate interplay
highlights the complexity of the BCG-CTAB system and under-
scores the importance of considering multiple equilibrium
processes when interpreting the experimental results.

Conclusion

This work analyzes the dissociation equilibrium of bromo-
cresol green (BCG) dye in cetyltrimethylammonium bromide
(CTAB) micellar media using spectrophotometric techniques.
As CTAB concentration increased in the pre-micellar region,
the band-3/band-2 intensity ratio in BCG absorption spectra
increases, indicating more BCG molecules preferentially inter-
acting with CTAB micelles. The saturation in the absorption
ratio at the CMC signifies complete BCG solubilization in
micelles, where all micelles are fully loaded with BCG, halting
further ratio increase. In post-micellar region, as CTAB concen-
tration increases, the BCG absorption ratio (band-3/band-2)
slightly decreases, indicating potential changes in BCG’s disso-
ciation equilibrium and its interaction with CTAB micelles.
The magnitudes of the partition coefficient and the binding
constants were observed to decrease with the increase in the
pH of medium. The influence of CTAB micellar media on the
dissociation equilibria of BCG was examined by comparing
experimentally determined pKa2

m values with those obtained
through theoretical methods. The pH of the aqueous and micellar
media significantly affects pKa2

m values. In pH 3.8, pKa2
m decre-

ases with increasing micellized CTAB concentration, while in
pH 5.3 and pH 7.0, it increases. This variation is attributed to
changes in the solubilization of BCG’s dianionic form in the
CTAB micellar medium, which depends on aqueous pH. The
observed absorption band intensities in the micellar medium
correlate with these pKa2

m differences. Overall, the study provides
insights into the complex interplay between solubilization
behaviour, dissociation equilibria and the presence of CTAB

micellar media, which can have implications for various appli-
cations involving BCG dye.
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