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INTRODUCTION

In the modern era, the most difficult task on the planet is
to provide safe and clean drinking water, which is a basic human
need and an essential asset of life on Earth. Despite, more
mandate and less water resources, it has directed to an investi-
gation of novel technologies for satisfying water supplies. Dye
effluents from several industries are the main source for water
pollution in the earth which ultimately causes many health
hazards in human beings and aquatic animals. These larger dye
molecules are the causative for acidification, reduction in oxygen
content, transmission of cancer causing agents and causes
several diseases [1,2]. Among different dyes, safranin O is an
alkaline dye and mostly utilized as colouring agent in food
products, dying agent for thread, flax, leather, fleece, ply and
wrapper and in production of pigment and indelible inks.
Excess exposure of this dye causes several health hazards [3].

Several attempts were made for past few decades for the
degradation of dye effluents through chemical and physical
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methods like coalescence, activated carbon adsorption and
bacterial treatment. Still, these techniques has some drawbacks
that hinders their extensive recognition [4].

Traditionally, silver is a better recognized metal for its
excellent antimicrobial properties, chemical stability, condu-
ctivity and catalytic behaviour which marks them to be more
suitable for multiple applications, especially as durable adsorbent
for the degradation of several dyes [5]. With the advent of nano-
technology, for past decades silver nanoparticles (AgNPs) have
influenced a lot in the field of environmental remediation for
wastewater cleanup [6]. Owing to the unique characteristics
of AgNPs namely great superficial to size proportion, varied
morphology, concordant optical possessions and lesser size
makes them a suitable candidate for degradation of dyes [7].
Among various methods for synthesis of AgNPs, green syn-
thesis using plant parts are of supreme important owing to the
less toxicity and eco-friendly approach [8].

Pongamia pinnata is predominantly found in several parts
of the World and it is a versatile leguminous tree consisting



various phytoconstituents. It has enriched basis of ores, amino
groups, likewise encompasses peripheral metabolites. It comp-
rises great nutritive worth consisting larger and smaller nutrients
as a special manure in farming. Its leaves juices help to treat
leprosy, diarrhoea, dry coughs, gonorrhoea, flatulence and colds
[9,10]. In this research work, the silver nanoparticles were
synthesized via a green route using leaf extract of Pongamia
pinnata and silver nitrate solution. Here, the herbal extracts
reduced metallic Ag ions through a process including capping
and tumbling. The synthesized AgNPs were analyzed with ultra-
violet-visible (UV-Vis), Fourier transform infrared (FTIR),
powder X-ray diffraction (XRD), dynamic light scattering
(DLS), scanning electron microscopy (SEM), transmission
electron microscopy (TEM) and selected area electron diffra-
ction (SAED) methods for its optical, structural, morphological
and lattice parameter analysis. Furthermore, the synthesized
AgNPs was also applied in the degradation of safranin O dye
under optimized conditions.

EXPERIMENTAL

All the compounds utilized in following experimentation
were procured from Sigma-Aldrich and used without further
purification. A 0.1 M solution of silver nitrate was prepared
using milli Q. water with high purity.

Preparation of Pongamia pinnata leaf extract: Fresh
Pongamia pinnata leaves were collected locally and then washed
thoroughly with tap water followed by distilled water. After
dried for 5 to 10 days at room temperature in a covered area,
the dry leaves were pulverized in an electronic blender and
then stored the fine powder at room temperature. In 250 mL
of conical flask, 10 g of leaf extract powder was mixed with
100 mL of Millipore water followed by heating at 80 ºC for
0.5 h. Filtered the pale brown colour liquid extract using
Whatman filter paper No. 1 and then adjusted the pH of the
solution to 11 using 0.1 M of NaOH solution [11].

Synthesis of silver nanoparticles: Pongamia pinnata
leaves extract (50 mL) was added to 100 mL of 0.1 M AgNO3

at room temperature in a conical flask under static condition.
As soon as AgNPs formed, the colour changes after pale brow-
nish to reddish-brown. Then, the solution was centrifuged to
obtain the precipitate and then dehydrated in an oven at 100 ºC
for 24 h [12].

Characterization: To examine the optical properties of
the green synthesised AgNPs, a UV-Visible spectrophotometer
(Elico SL210) was monitored between 200 and 650 nm. The
functional groups present in the AgNPs were analyzed by
Fourier transform infrared spectrophotometer (Perkin-Elmer)
in the range of 4000 and 400 cm-1. The nature of the particles
was studied using X-Ray diffractometer (D8 Bruker Advance)
using CuKα radiation at a scan rate of 0.02º/min with constant
time of 2 min. Particle size in colloidal dispersion was measured
using dynamic light scattering particle size analyzer (Spectro-
scatter 201). The morphology of the synthesized AgNPs was
elucidated from the scanning electron microscopy (JEOL-
6390LA) and transmission electron microscopy (JEOL-JEM
2100) fortified along selected area electron diffractometer.

Degradation of safranin O dye: Pongamia pinnata leaf
extract based AgNPs were utilized for the adsorption studies
to decolourize safranin O dye. The green synthesized AgNPs
were added to dye molecule and shaken well in a stirrer. Finally
the optical measurements was measured in UV-Visible
spectrophotometer to evaluate the adsorption effect. Different
parameters like amount of dye, adsorbent quantity, pH, reaction
time and temperature were varied to determine optimum condi-
tions for the effective removal of safranin O dye. Freundlich,
Langmuir and Temkin isotherms correlated with investigational
results to study the decolourization mechanism. In addition,
the kinetic studies were also performed [13].

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

UV-Vis absorption studies: When an aqueous silver
nitrate solution was added to Pongamia pinnata leaf extract,
the colour changed from light brown to a more characteristic
reddish brown, supporting the formation of AgNPs. The
formation of AgNPs was confirmed by the colour shift caused
by the surface plasmon resonance (SPR) phenomenon, which
exhibited an absorbance peak at 426 nm which was absent in
leaf extract (Fig. 1). Thus, Pongamia pinnata extract assists in
the reduction of silver ions to the metallic form [12,14].
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Fig. 1. UV-visible absorbance spectra of (a) Pongamia pinnata leaf extract
and (b) AgNPs

FT-IR studies: A typical FTIR spectrum (Fig. 2) shows
intense bands at 3491 and 3436 cm-1 are due to the O-H stret-
ching vibrations. The peaks at 2084 cm-1 denotes the C-H stret-
ching, while the peaks at 2924 and 2850 cm-1 attributes to the
C-H asymmetrical and symmetrical stretching vibrations of
CH2 groups present in the sample. The peaks at 1642 and 1638
cm-1 resembled to the amide-I ascending from the C=O of proteins,
while the peaks at 1387 and 1382 cm-1 can be attributed due to
the C=O stretching vibrations of phenolic compounds. The
weak bands at 1098 and 1114 cm-1 signifies the C-O stretching
vibrations. At last, the peak at 776 cm-1 is due to CH2 rocking.
The suppression of bands in the aforementioned locations
indicates that the Ag+ ions have successfully dissociated into
atoms, resulting in a stable sample [15,16].
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Fig. 2. FTIR spectra of (a) Pongamia pinnata leaf extract and (b) AgNPs

Structural studies: The XRD analysis was accomplished
to regulate the crystallite size of the synthesized AgNPs. Fig. 3
corresponds to the XRD pattern of Pongamia pinnata leaf
extract based AgNPs. Peaks at 2θ = 38.27º, 44.31º, 64.03º and
77.83º depicts the monoclinic phase of AgNPs with planes (111),
(200), (220) and (311), respectively [17]. Absence of other
peaks denotes that there is no impurity present in the sample.
Broadening of peaks illustrates the reduction in crystallite size.
Crystallite size was premeditated using Schererr’s equation:

k
D

cos

λ=
β θ (1)

where, k represents shape factor and is about to be 0.89, θ is
the diffraction angle, β denotes full width at half maximum
and λ denotes wavelength of X-ray CuKα radiation (0.154 nm);
mean crystallite size was 24.84 nm.
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Fig. 3. XRD spectrum of green synthesized AgNPs

Dynamic light scattering (DLS) studies: The size of the
nanoparticles is a crucial factor in the success of nanoparticle
preparation. The diffusion limiting stoichiometry (DLS) method

[18] uses the scattered light to assess the amount of diffusion.
When sonicated in distilled water, the synthesized AgNPs made
using environmentally friendly synthesis methods become
widely dispersed throughout the liquid. Both the refractive
index of 1.3328 (at 25 ºC) and the distribution viscosity of
0.896 (cP) are consistent with the analysis scenario. Size of
synthesized AgNPs in the colloidal dispersion was found to
be 75.8 nm (Fig. 4).

50

40

30

20

10

0
F

re
qu

en
cy

 (
%

)
0.1 1 10 100 1000 10000

Diameter (nm)

100

90

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

U
nd

er
si

ze
 (

%
)

Fig. 4. DLS plot for green synthesized AgNPs

SEM studies: From the SEM images, the superficial shape
(Fig. 5) were established as spherical in nature and size as 60-
160 nm. Also the particles were slightly agglomerated. This
could be due to the presence of the biomolecules present in
the extract [19].

Fig. 5. SEM image of green synthesized AgNPs

TEM and SAED studies: From the TEM images (Fig.
6a), it was found that the synthesized AgNPs possess distorted
spherical morphology with smooth surface. The particle size
dispersal and average size distribution was calculated from
Gaussian fitting of size distribution histogram (Fig. 6b). Particle
distribution and size was around 10 to 100 nm whereas the
ordinary particle size is 45.8 nm. Fig. 6c depicts the clear lattice
fringes obtained from HRTEM analysis with springe arrange-
ment of 0.24 nm, which represents to silver (111) [20]. The
crystalline behaviour of the green synthesized AgNPs was
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recognized by the presence of bright spots (Fig. 6d). The d-
spacing obtained from SAED pattern is matched well with the
d-spacing obtained from the XRD data.

Degradation of safranin O dye: The characteristic peak
of safranin O dye got diminished upon treatment with the green
synthesized AgNPs with constant stirring in mechanical shaker
(Fig. 7). The percentage of dye removal was estimated using
eqn. 2 [18]:

Initial conc. Final conc.
Dye removal (%) 100

Initial conc.

−= × (2)

Influence of amount of dye: Optimum concentration of
dye is more important for effective dye removal. To estimate
the optimum dye concentration we performed dye removal
studies at five different dye concentrations of safranin O (10,

20, 30, 40 and 50 mg). It was found that the maximum dye
degradation was achieved with the usage of 10 mg dye with
98.9% degradation efficiency (Fig. 8). When the dye concen-
tration is increased, additional dye molecules gets accessible
for triggering and more energy transmission is required. So,
there is decrease in the infiltration of light to catalyst surface.
Also, the generation of OH radicals is concentrated as the active
spots are preoccupied by molecules of dye. In addition, when
amount of dye upsurges, the necessity for catalyst also increases,
which results in the increase of irradiation time. The relative
amount of allowed radicals confronting dye reduces with enha-
nced dye concentration [21].

Influence of adsorbent loading: To estimate optimum
loading of adsorbent, five different concentration of synthe-
sized AgNPs (0.2, 0.4, 0.6, 0.8 and 1 g) were utilized for the
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Fig. 6. (a) TEM image, (b) particle size histogram, (c) HRTEM image and (d) SAED pattern of green synthesized AgNPs
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Fig. 8. Degradation plot of safranin O dye with varied dye concentration

degradation of safranin O dye. It was evaluated that maximum
dye degradation (99%) was observed for 0.4 g of catalyst (Fig.
9). An increased in the catalyst concentration enhances the
amount of photons adsorbed and subsequently the dye degra-
dation rate is increased. Also, increase in catalyst amount
enhances the solution opaqueness and it trails to a reduction
in diffusion of light flux in reaction and hence reduces the
degradation result. Moreover, the aggregated particles have
improved particle-particle interactions since their surface area
has been reduced [21].

Influence of pH: Dye degradation is generally attributed
to OH••••• attack, positive hole oxidizes straight, succeeded by
decrease by e− present at conduction band. All these aspects
drastically relies on the substrate and pH. As a result, the effect-
iveness of six different pHs (pH = 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8) in elimi-
nating colour was examined. It was observed that safranin O
degradation was maximum at pH = 3 with 99.01% degradation
efficiency (Fig. 10). Hence, the optimum pH for safranin O
degradation using green synthesized AgNPs was pH = 3. In
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Fig. 9. Degradation plot of safranin O dye with varied adsorbent dosage
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Fig. 10. Degradation plot of safranin O dye at different pH

alkaline conditions, the rate of disintegration slowed down
marginally [21,22].

Influence of time: Optimum reaction time was studied
by varying the contact time (30, 60, 90, 120 and 150 min).
Better dye removal was observed at 30 min reaction time with
99% (Fig. 11). When reaction time was augmented, the efficiency
of dye removal also decreased, which is due to the attachment
of more organic materials on the apparent green synthesized
AgNPs, while less amount of photons offered to grasp the
exterior of the adsorbent, hence formation of OH• radical is
less resulting in the reduction in degradation efficiency [21].

Influence of temperature: To know optimum temper-
ature for safranin O dye degradation we carried out at four
different temperatures (298, 308, 318 and 328 K). We observed
that safranin O dye degradation was maximum at 298 K with
98.62% degradation efficacy (Fig. 12). The reason is attributed
at low temperature, desorption limits the reaction due to slow
degradation on the surface and adsorption of the reactants.
Whereas, at higher temperature, dissolved oxygen decreases
the rate constant [21].
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Isotherm studies: Heterogeneous systems are denoted
by a emperical equation of the Freundlich isotherm and its
linear nature is represented by eqn. 3:

e F e

1
logq logK logC

n
= + (3)

where KF is a constant linking the sorption ability and 1/n is
an empirical factor related to the sorption intensity, which
varies with the materials. Herein, m = 1/n = 0.4441 and n is
2.2517. The value of 1/n in the range 0 to 1 denotes good
sorption ability of the synthesized AgNPs.Thus, the result of
1/n in this study indicates that the sorption of safranin O dye
at the AgNPs was favourable and also indicates that the AgNPs
have improved surface heterogeneity. Typically, the Freundlich
isotherm defines a large surface exposure, signifying a large
number of layers of sorption on the adsorbent layer, however
this model has not predicted the adsorbent being saturated by
the dye molecule [14].

C = log KF = 0.1349

KF = antilog (0.1349) = 1.3642

KF = 1.3642

Another adsorption isotherm, i.e.  Langmuir isotherm is
represented by eqn. 4:

e m L e m

1 1 1

q q K C q
= + (4)

where qm is the monolayer sorption capacity of the sorbent
(mg/g), qe is the equilibrium dye concentration on the sorbent
(mg/g), Ce is the equilibrium concentration of dye in the
solution (mg/L) and KL is the Langmuir sorption constant
(l/mg) related to the free energy of sorption.

Langmuir adsorption isotherm proposes a single layer cove-
rage of the adsorbed molecules. The values of the constants
qm and b are given in Table-1. An high R2 value (0.9744) is the
distinctive feature of best sorbent. This behaviour suggests
that both homogeneous and heterogeneous sites are involved
in the latter stages of the sorption process. Thus, the Langmuir
isotherm suggests that the dynamic sites may be distributed in
the same unilayer, suggesting the possibility of chemisorption
over ion-exchange as the adsorption mechanism [14].

TABLE-1 
ADSORPTION ISOTHERM PARAMETERS  

FOR SAFRANIN O DYE 

Adsorption isotherm Parameters Obtained values 
KF (mg/g) 1.3642 

1/n 0.4441 
n 2.2517 

Freundlich isotherm 

R2 0.9982 
KL (mg-1) 3.0571 
qm (mg/g) 2.0012 

RL 0.0316 
Langmuir isotherm 

R2 0.9744 
KT (mol/g) 19.4249 
BT (mol/kJ) 0.5143 Temkin isotherm 

R2 0.9513 
 

Temkin adsorption isotherm model is applicable for the
interactions between the adsorbent and the adsorbate and is
represented by eqn. 5. This adsorption isotherm is based on
the hypothesis that the adsorption of adsorbate is uniformly
spread and the heat of adsorption decreases linearly with the
exposure of molecules in layer due to the adsorbate-adsorbate
interaction.

e T e
T T

RT RT
Q lnK lnC

b b

 
= +  

 
(5)

where constant B = RT/b, which is correlated to the heat of
sorption, R is the universal gas constant (kJ/mol K), T is the
temperature (K), b is the variation of sorption energy (J/mol)
and KT is the equilibrium binding constant (L/mg) agreeing to
greater binding energy. The values of constants B and KT are
given in Table-1.

Degradation kinetic studies: Safranin O dye degradation
followed first order and second order kinetics.  The first and
second order reaction kinetic plots are depicted in Fig. 13. The
first and second order kinetics exhibited R2 values of 0.7568
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and 0.9986, respectively. While comparing the adsorption nature
of safranin O dye at the green synthesised AgNPs, the R2 value
for the pseudo-first order model (0.7568) is lower to the pseudo-
second order (0.9986), but closer to the value of 1, therefore
the pseudo-second order model is more appropriate.

Comparison studies: Table-2 depicts the comparative
results of safranin O dye removal using other reported nano-
material as adsorbents. As observed, green synthesized AgNPs
exhibited the better safranin O dye removal efficiency within
30 min. Thus, the synthetic green route adopted for the AgNPs
under the optimized conditions in the present work makes it
as a potential candidate for safranin O dye removal with enha-
nced efficiency.

Conclusion

Herein, the silver nanoparticles was synthesized through
green route using Pongamia pinnata leaf extract, where theleaf
extract served as a stabilising and reducing agent. The
synthesized nanoparticles was characterized through UV-Vis,
FTIR, XRD, DLS, SEM, TEM and SAED techniques. From
UV-Vis spectrum, the surface plasmon resonance phenomenon
was observed with an absorbance peak at 426 nm. By means
of Scherrer’s equation, the average crystallite size was estim-
ated to be 24.84 nm. Appearance of single peak in DLS plot
confirms the high purity of the green synthesized AgNPs. The
microscopic techniques proved the spherical shape of AgNPs,
whereas the bright spots in the SAED pattern confirmed the
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Fig. 13. Plots of (a) pseudo-first order kinetics and (b) pseudo-second order kinetics

high crystallinity of the synthesized silver nanoparticles. The
degradation efficiency of the synthesized AgNPs towards
Safranin O dye was achieved upto 99.01% under the optimized
conditions at 298 K. The batch experimental results well fitted
to linear isotherms.
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